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2nd Announcement

X would like to announce the successful de- :
" aiceraft, the A-I1, which has been tested in sustained flight st more than - “velopment of a major new strategic wamed*,
* 2,000 mph., and at altitudes in excess of 70,000 ft. ) ' J. sircraft system, which will be employed by o
“A  The performance of the A«1l far exceeds that of any other aircraft in the '.-SI!':‘\:{ the Strategic Air Command., This systom eme

world today. The devclopment of this sircraft has been made possible by 1 ploys the new SR-71 -aircralt, ond provides a | °
long range advanced stratcgic ' reconnaissance |

.V wajor advances in aircxaft technology of great significance to' both military .
‘ g : . plane for military usc, capable of worldwide re- !

" ".;.' and commncrcial application, ! ’ . : ’
_ O e U Several Al aircraft are now' being flight-tested at Edwards Air TForce connaissance for military operations. ‘The Joint
Nt - : : » Chicfs of Staff, when reviewing the RS-70, cme ¢

* Base, in Culifornia, : :

.1 The cxistence of this program is being disclosed today to permit the phasized the importance of the strategic recone,
R orderly ‘exploitation of this advanced techinology in our military and commer- naissance mission, The SR-71 aircraft recoumaise. -
"oy eial planes, This advanced experimental aircratt, capable of high specd and £, sance system is the miost advanced in the world, ¢ +o

L+ 4 high altitude, and long-range petformance at thousands of miles, constitutes The aivcraft. will fly at more than three times |
-+ the tcchnological accomplishment that 'will facilitate the achicvement of a the speed of sound. It will operate at altitudes
i wumber of important military and commcrcial requirements. The A-11 ai in excess of 80,000 fect, Xt will use the most |
"I craft now at Edwards Air Force Base are undergoing extensive tests to deters advanced obscrvation cquipment of all kinds in :
I mine their capabilitics as long-range interceptors, The devclopment ‘of super- the world. The aircraft will provide the steae;
"1 sonic commercial transport aircraft will also be greatly assisted’ by the lessons | tegic forces of the United States with an out- '
.1 learned from this A-11 program, for cxample, onc of the most important .2 standing long range reconnaissance capabilitys
_ ’ techinological achicvements in this project has been the mastery of the metale The system will be used during periods of |
-} gy and fabrication of titanium mctal which is required for the, high tome military hostilities and in other situations in !
' peratures ‘experienced by aircraft travelling at more than three: tinmics the “which the United States military forces may be
' ' R confronting forcign wilitary forces,

<17 speed of sounds . o, T b
v ngements are baing made to make this and other important teolmical: The SR+71 usce the same J58 cngine as the | ..
‘experimental Interceptor previously sumounced, ¢

' The United States has successfully dcv‘cIo'pcd an advanced experimiental ict‘

L warcopments available under appropriate. safeguards - to those direetly

o+ engaged in the supersonic transport progeam., - - e but it is substantially heaviet and it has a lonjer !

) This projeet was first started in 1959, Appropriate menmbers of the Scnate xange. The considerably heavier gross weight |

- and Touse have been kept fully informed on the program since the day of its- permits it to accommodate the muitiple recon-

. Uil dnception. o T naissance scnsors nceded by the Strategic Aiv

" The Lockheed Aireraft Corps at Burbank, Calif., is the manufacturer of -0 Command to sccomplish their strategic vecon- :

. the aireraft, The aircraft engine, the J58, was designed and built by the Pratt | M ‘naissance mission in a military environment.  #

7 & Whitaey Airceaft Div,, United Aireraft Corp. The expetimental fire cons %k This billion' dollar programn was iuitiated ine’ V-

. trol and airto-air missile system for the A-1l was developed by the Hughes ‘February of 1963, The first operational aircralt = o

o Aleersit Co o S . ‘i will begin flight testing in carly 1965, Deploy= - -
. In view of the continuing importance of these devclopments to our, s ment of production units to the Strategic Air i &

: . - mational security, the detailed performance of the A-ll will remain strictly . Command will begin shortly theeealter, ,
" classificd and all individuals associated with the program have been divccted .. Approprinte members of Congress have been
O " to refrain'from waking any further disclosure conccming this progranm, ¢ kept fully informed on the nature of and the

I do not expeet to discuss this important matter further with you today ,progress in this nircraft program. Further ine . .

but certain additional information will be made available to all of you sfter ».. "formation on this major pdvanced aireras ==, &

~ this mecting. "If you caze, Mr. Salinges will make the appropriste armanges tem will bo rclessed from-time to time aé vus . 1 oo
_ments - B e R e e ‘v appropriate , levelss .
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